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viewfromthe TOP
Making The Connection
Lee Ellison, CEO, Audinate
By Kelleigh Welch

W

hen the opportunity to join
Audinate as its CEO came
up in 2008, Lee Ellison
knew the company was good fit.
Audinate had already released Dante,
its patented media network solution
that has been adopted by numerous
audio manufacturers, and combining
that effort with the company’s team
of designers made Ellison’s decision
an easy one.
“I had previously worked with David Myers (co-founder of Audinate)
at another Australia-based company.
David and Aidan Williams, our other
co-founder, met me in Portland and
mentioned they needed a CEO, and
described what Audinate was doing.
Immediately, it became apparent that
the company had something special:
a team of incredibly bright people
with significant expertise over a broad
spectrum of IP technologies,” Ellison
said. “So when I considered the opportunity to join Audinate, we had
great people and great technology,
combined with a solution that solved
customer problems. It seemed like
the perfect ingredients for success.”
As the developer of the digital
media network system Dante, Audinate has grown as a well-known
collaborator with many equipment
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“I was indoctrinated into the
market. First, there was the annual
NAMM show, then ISE, and then
45 days later, ProLight & Sound. After meeting hundreds of companies,
it was apparent that past networking technologies were too complex to
setup and had limitations. Pro audio
companies developed legacy audio
networks. Audinate is a networking
company, not a pro audio company,
and that ties nicely with my past experiences.”
Based in Sydney, Australia, Audinate was founded in 2006 and
stemmed from the Australian company National ICT Australia (NICTA).
It has operations in Portland, OR and
in the United Kingdom, which provide sales, marketing and technical
support for those regions.
“Being globally dispersed causes
some pretty horrific times for conference calls,” Ellison said, “but we have
a very committed team. We have 30
people in the company with one of
the industry’s largest teams dedicated
solely to A/V media networking.”
Since Ellison’s induction to the
company, the company has released
new products he’s particularly proud
of, including the end-point chip, Ultimo.
“This will expand the market
for network audio,” Ellison said. “It
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manufacturers in the industry. “It’s
fantastic to see Dante installed with
our par tners in major stadiums,
universities, hotels, the Olympic
Games, courtrooms and shopping
centers,” Ellison said. “Having said
that, I get just as much satisfaction when I see a forum post from a
sound engineer who expresses how
great Dante is to use.”
Prior to joining Audinate, Ellison
had worked in telecom and IT technology companies for 30 years, but
had little exposure to the pro audio
world. It wasn’t until he was hired at
Audinate that he was fully introduced
to the industry.

]

has been a lot of hard work by all
of us, but I am fortunate to be part
of the market success and to work
with our OEMs to build a recognized Dante brand. There are about
150 Dante-enabled OEM products
now available, with hundreds in the
development pipeline—some pretty
significant brands who have yet to
be announced, that recognize Dante
meets their use cases across all market segments.”
Audinate’s initial focus was on
live sound, and in 2006, Dante was
used for the first time at a Barbara
Streisand concert, Ellison said. Since
then, the company has grown to ac-
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commodate the commercial installation and broadcast markets.
“We are also active with partners
in the emergency communications
and public address markets. In the
future, there will be the need for a
wide area A/V systems that are routed over Layer 3 IP networks. This is
why we are spending a great deal of
time in the IETF standards bodie—
to make sure we can use RTP-based
standards in the future,” Ellison explained.
Ellison noted that the company
keeps it focus on customers rather
than its competition, making sure to
constantly improve the company’s
services.
“Our attention is on our customer
needs and how to create and feature
rich capabilities in Dante. We continually get feedback from customers
who have implemented other networking technologies, that Dante was
the easiest integration they have ever
had,” said Ellison. “Our customers
realize that they can’t do everything
in-house, and it is strategically better
to concentrate on where they can innovate and create value in their own
products.”
Audinate is also constantly growing in its research and development
department. “New capabilities are
being added to Dante to monitor network status and performance,” said
Ellison. “Advanced technologies are
always being created, new standards
are constantly evolving and Audinate
will continue to enhance Dante’s
toolkit.”

Audinae
www.audinate.com

Audinate Partners
Licensees

Allen & Heath
www.allen-heath.com
Ashly Audio
www.ashly.com
ASLwww.asl-control.co.uk
Attero Tech
www.atterotech.com
Auvitranwww.auvitran.com
Aviomwww.aviom.com
Bittner Audio
www.bittner-audio.com
Bosch
www.boschcommunications.com
Boseglobal.bose.com
BSSwww.bss.co.uk
Crest Audio
www.crestaudio.com
Delecwww.delec.de
DHDdhd-audio.de
Digicowww.digico.biz
Electro Voice
www.electrovoice.com
ESSwww.essaudio.cn
Extron Electronics
www.extron.com
Focusriteglobal.focusrite.com
Four Audio
www.fouraudio.com
Harmanwww.harman.com
Inter-Mwww.inter-m.com
Jatowww.jato.co.jp
JoeCojoeco.co.uk
Klark Teknik
www.klarkteknik.com
Lab.gruppen AB
labgruppen.com
Lakelake.labgruppen.com
Lectrosonicswww.lectrosonics.com
Linea Research
www.linea-research.co.uk
Link SRL
www.linkusa-inc.com
Midaswww.midasconsoles.com
Nexonexo-sa.com
NTPwww.ntp.dk
Open Access
www.oa.com.au
Peaveywww.peaveycommercialaudio.com
Peavey MediaMatrix mediamatrix.peavey.com
Powersoft
www.powersoft-audio.com
PreSonuswww.presonus.com
RTSwww.rtsintercoms.com/rts/line
Sierra Automated Systems www.sasaudio.com
Shurewww.shure.com
Solidynewww.solidynepro.com
Sound Devices
www.sounddevices.com
Soundcraft
www.soundcraft.com
Stagetecwww.stagetec.com
Stewart Audio
www.stewartaudio.com
Symetrixwww.symetrix.co
Televic Conference www.televic-conference.com
TEQSASwww.teqsas.de
VUE Audiotechnik
www.vueaudio.com
Xilicaxilica.com
Yamahawww.yamahaproaudio.com

Authorised Implementers

Attero Design
ZP Engineering

www.atterodesign.com
www.zpeng.com
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